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Have been very Curious to know, what 
Meteors are compofed of , and to that intent 
have fearcht all the Aythors that I can find 
which treat of "em, yet am not fully fa- 
tisfyed about it. I defire you to give as 
sarvicular an account ds you can of their compofition, vari- 
n wskinds, manner of appearing, and common cffeds. 

is. Anfw. They are either fiery, airy, or watry; the 
1. fery is compofed of fume or a dry exhalation, which 
ly (che antients fay) is kindled’ by vertue of the Heavens 
¥ We and Heat of the Air, or by Antiperiftafis; but the mo- 
er der. account is more probable, which tells us, that 
th [im many Sulphurous and Inflamable parts, fcattered and 
id roving about in the Air, meet with more of their yh 
ft FB kind, with which combining they produce a maf o 

er) Mf infamable matter. To this if particles of wg aR 
hi. [gg ture occur, they caufe an emotion, attrition, or fer- 
evn fe mentation, (like water on unflaked lime, or as Spirits 
ice fg of Niter and Tartar do) which may fo encreafe as to 
AL, [i become flame; this only continues fo long as the fulphu- 
by [ag fous parts are in combination fit for mutual attrition, 
joa Wa but when thefe are broke again. and {catered abroad it 
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)« ceafes. The frequency of thefe Meteors, a8 to certain 
vho fg times and places,may depend partly upon thé heavenly 
\ in fag induences,according to the relpeétive pofitions,whereby 


the Mm thee inflamable matters are volatilized, and prepared 
fora more Copious afcent. Hence perhaps, it is that 
within the tropics are more abundant, and eminent 
fiery Meteors; as alfo in part from their bed int the 


g Earth where they are generated, from whence they will - 


not arife till fufficiently fermented. Bread, Beer, 

by [i Wine, Syder, Moift Hay, &c. Have their refpettive 
the BEiimes, which they require for the height of their fer- 
pree HA mentation, and thefé times again are vasied according 
tothe temper of the Air, and Seafon of the year, with 
other outward Circutiiftances. Befides, feveral parts 


faid GB otthe Earth have greater quantities of Divers kinds of 
Firs Gi matter, as miners Countries of Foffile Sulphur ; 
1,the, MB Church-yards, places of Battail, Dung-hills, &¢. have 
owe) ME more of Animal fat; and Sea water may likewife have 
EC) Mithe Oyl of Fifhes floating at the top, which may eafily 
yy: be HB be drawn up by the Sun beams. Thefe varieties caufe 
en’in Mm different kinds of Meteors, in the feveral Regions of 
y the Mi the Air, ; ) 
ndat, HE Inthe Lower Region, the flying Dragon, of a vi- 


fous or Clammy fume, Crafs inflamed ; and incurvat- 
<y ed by fome cold cloud, in, or through which it affes 

, not far from the Earth. Ina cold ftill night ’tis fome- 
orion fag mesfecn like a long flake of fire, hanging or gently 
(eo, Merling through the Air, fomething refembling the 
oti fmoak of a pipe of Tobacco, or candle juft put 
“ny Ignis fatuus, the foolith fire, (Jack with a Lanthorn, 
i; of Will with a Wifp) this like the other is Crafs, hea- 
<; » [Vand nearer the Earths one alone appearing, named 
. Helena, was lookt upon by the ancients as an ill Omen ; 
¥ but too together, (called C afior and Pollux) as a pre- 
fage of good fortune. This is faid tolead men out of 
the way, into Ditches and Dirty places, becaufe, ina 
dark night a perfon not well acquainted with his way; 
keing a Light may approach nearer to it, expetting 
to find an houfe, or a man with a Lanthorn, but be- 
ing deceived, by it, inftead of company he may find 
himfif ina Ditch, the amazemenit of which has fome- 
times fo difturb’d men, as to make them wander 
about all night, and they perceiving in the Morning 
they have not been far, have been apt to think them- 
elves mifled by an evil Spitic, ai 

Ignis Lambens, the licking fire, is an inflamation 0 
the teams proceeding from the body of a fweating ani- 
al, which without hurt feemsto hang on the cloaths 
be hair, yet not fo as. to be brufhed off, becaufe, it. is 


— | 


renewed by continual fteams, it happens chiefly when 
men have drank much, and in a ftill dark night ride 
hard to get home. The firft in kindling probably is, 
(not only by Aitiperiftafis, if at all, but rather) by 
(ome fpark-of a flint trodden upon bya Nail ina horfe 
or Mans hoe. Now as the fteams of Spirit of Wine 
eafily catch fire, fo may the vinous Spirits (known 
and diftovered by Chymifts to be plentiful inthe body 
of animals) when they are in any great quantity exht 
bited by perfpiratian, 

In the middle Region, is the falling ftar, or ftar 
fhooting, which was fuppofed to be a more compact 
and Globous matter, inflamed in ‘thofe parts of the 
mafs that were inflamable, and the reft which is 
Earthly and Watry to fall down ina Jelly. This ap- 
pearance is generally in fummer time, when the Earth 
fends more plentiful efHuviums: 

The burning lances ; thefé in a dark night we have 
feen, many miles diftant, arifing out of a thick cloud, 
which feemed to be a fegment ota Circle, appearing 
about the North Horizon, near twenty degrees high, 
not riling all alike, but fome behind the reft like a 
company of pikes in a Counter-march, fome wou'd 
fuddainly ftart upto 50, 60, or 70 degrees, and others 
fall down within to degrees of the cloud, and fooa 
difappear, but ftill what remained were as bright as 
flame. The caufe might be the fwimming of ful- 
phurous parts above a thick watery cloud, which be- 
ing there inflamed, and having no hurhid ones above 
them, they freely blazed up in the place where the 
matter Lay. The reafon of their rifing fo {mall is 
probably becaufe they were above the Atmofphere, 
and therefore no preflure to hinder their afceat, elf 
wou'd their flames have enlarged below, and joyning 
together have made one great blaze, as we fee in our 
Culinary fires, 

Fulmen, for which we want a proper Englifh word, 
whofe found is called thunder, and its light Corufcation 
or lightning ; "tis compofed of three principal parts, 
Sulphur, Niter,and Water,and fometimes earthy and 
fandy mineral fteams are mixt with them, which pro- 
duces what is called the thunder-bolt ; the manner how 
they are made, may be thus; there being of the three 
principal fteams great quantities raifed and held up, 
the Sulphur, and Niter meet together, and ferment- 
ing and working upon each other, in their ftruggle 
they beget a heat, this draws more fteams to them, 
firft of their own kind, becaufe more volatile, and 
afterwards of water ; Hence proceeds the-thick cloud 
which we fee gather and conglomerate in one place, 
as if the winds blew from all quarters, whereas in re- 
ality there isnone ftirring. Thefe clouds being fully 
difpofed to fall into rain, are yet held tip by the at- 
tratting heat of this combuftible ftuff, fomething 
like which we may {ee by the fteams of warm water 
fet on the hearth which the fire draws towards it. 
The two aétive principles of Sulphur and Niter being 
thus enclofed, by the Antiperiftafis of the cold clouds, 
augment their heat, till fome parts which are more 
heated take fire, which prefently eek more room for 
the flame to expatiate it felfin ; and becaule it can- 
not be found, it makes through the thick cloud, 
whofe parts thus feparated, yet preffing hard toge- 
ther, as foon asthe flame is gone, fall one againft 
another, and from that vacuity thus filled, iffues the 
bouming found, but becaule the cloud is broken but 
by degrees the found. is continued in a long feries of 
bounces, and thole great or lef according to the re- 
fiftance made by the Clouds. Something like this 
may be obferved in a great hot Iron when queach. 
ed ina Smiths Forge, for then in cooling, the fier 
particles fly off, and break through ‘the water,tho née. 


eA tne i corn ales ~ 


ina Aamet- I a gun the. flame is better feen, but 
then the bounce is tingle, becaufe the flame pretently 


dilates it. elf every way when it fou the gun, 
theA tm wW gh make 0 

bounce, bug nit ibe ba sapt ame thee 
ther. | He s that Ifa fhot off in® 


afMunder clouti, in wou'd repeat its found like the 


“thunder; ‘and if let off above the Atmofphere ‘twou'd 


yeild no found at all. When the flame is out of the 
clouds if it breaks downwards we fee ita tight imme- 
diately, but the found, (tho it be formed at, or be- 
tore-the flames. breaking forth) is fomewhat- longer 
in coming according tothe diftance of the cloud, of 
which, diftance an, eftimate, may | be, made (by the 
means of a..pendulum), compared to. the. diftance of 
the: light, and. found of a gua. After,the fire and 
find, at another diftance of time comes the broken 
cloud in.a -fhower,. for now-the heatof the flame holds 
it no longer up.» ‘For. the water, fets forth with the 
light and found, yet, it cannot break) its;way through 
theAtmofphere-with the like expedition.If all the com- 
buftible matter, does not fire at onces)as.it rarely does, » 
théri'the lightening, thunder, and rainy. aré- often re- 
peated in feyeral flathes, claps, and fhowers, - till.all 
the inflamable, matter be fpent.., df, the cloud .break- 
ing downwards be ,near;the Earth, the lightening 
burns higher buildings, blafts plants, and burts Ani- 
mals, If the cloud break upwards we have thunder 
without lightening >And in.Summer Bvenings: atter 
extream hot days the cloud: is: not very cold and 
moift, we. have: lightening, -without; thunder.,’ If 
amongft the Nitro-Sulphurous parts, are, any ;contt- 
derablé quantity of Sabulous, afhy, or: mineral parts, 
they are melted into a glafs or metal, by the vehe- 
ment or brisk fire, and breaking out;with the fire 
dues the work of a bullet, rending trees, ;and, deftroys 
ing Animals. . This is called the thunder-bolt, which ' 
tho it may come foft through the cloud; in coming 
ddwa generally hardens and congealsintoa roll, the 
motion contributing to the figure. . The blafting of 
lightening, where.it burns not, feems to be from Vi 
tridlic, Arfenie,- or ,other Corrofiye fteams, which 
flung with vehemence by the lightening, and in:fimail 
particles, enter the garment without-change, ahd yet. 
hut the body. The turning of . liquors by. thunder 
into a fowre taft, is only what may be done by Bells, 
Guns, Drums, or other vehement: founds,» whereby 
the {mart percyiffion of the Air capes; all.the veffels» 
and liquor to vibrate, which fo alters the fitef: thofe » 
volatile parts, that .prefervethe liquor; by: theip order- 
ly‘ Circulations, ‘that. they cannot do their ofhee 5 -the 
{aine concufhion alfo gives motion to the Corruptible 
parts, which before. were quiet in the Lees, 

Not having room to {peak here of the Meteors of the: : 
upper region, we fhall defer it till amore convenient 
time. ! : , 
Qieft. 2. J was., formerly fervant.to,.a Gentleman, 
I received aa dislur les ome monies for him, J wronged : 
him of a [mall Jum, aud he is dead, and J ded not make 
him Reftitution, L-am now fervant to his onely Son whont : 
he made bis, Sole..Executor ; 1 canseftore it to him by 


the way of dishur{ment, as 1 may do fecresly, or must I J 


dijcover it. t0,kim,? or pray what can 1 beft do for the 
clearing of my Confcience in this cafe? 

‘Af. You ought not only to reftore the principal, 
but Jikewife to confider whether he fuftained no fur- 
ther damage by, yeurtaking it ; if he did, you muft al-> 
fo. make fome fatisfaétion for that, all which may as 
well be. done fecretly.as with his’ knowledge, fince by 
giving the, heir the mony the injury is tothe utmoft of 
your power repaired. But as you have not only injur- 
ed your mafter, but likewife offended God Almighty, 
fo you muft repent and:beg his, pardon, and confirm 
your repentance by an exact reftitution, — * 


This Day is Pubsithen, 


iS The 17% Volume of the Athenizn Mercury is now 
publified, Refolving all the moft nice and curious que- 
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. ticey That thofe that expeét. any benefit by the hid 


9s, :-% 
ftions propofed by Ladies and Gentlemen, relating to 
Divinity, Philofophy, Love, Marriage, Hislory, Phyfict, 
Law, Mashemarick end Trad@ &c. from Tuefddy, April 2, 


MISNTR. OF 
ta ‘a | = . ° 


Oh Qypertifements. 


a&% There is lately publifht a very particular accoun: 
of the LIFE of the QUEEN, during her Refidence jy 
Holland, being - COLLECTION if FUN. 
RAL ORATIONS .pronpoune d by publicl® Authority 
uport her Majefties Death, hy Dr.. fumes | eM onius, | 
feffor of Eloquence, Hiltory and the Greek Tongue, 
Leyden, Dr, George Grevids, Profeffor.of Theology in 
Urrecht; and féveral other Learned men. In this 
COLLECTION is infertéd—— That Excellent | Mr- 


 THOD ‘het Majetty’ obferved in Reading the’ Holy 


Sctipturés—The Manner how Me (yent EVERY DAY 


te The Lester written by Sic.D.UNCOMB CoOL: 
Ci ES T ER; a;little before his Deah; contai- 
ning his REMARKABLE PENITENCE (which Je 
ofter was fead publickly by his order, in the Parifh- 


Churches of Michacl-Dean andWeftbury) is now pub- 


lifht, ;with other late Inftances of that Nature. Ail 


;which,are annext to Mr. TU RN E R's, Effay upon tle 


VVorks, of Creation ;and Providence, lately. publifhr. 
To,which ESSAr isadded aS C HE M-E of the Hi- 
tory. of. Remarkable Pravidences, (now preparing for the 
Prefs.) As alfo a large Specimen ot that Work. Pric 
bound 2s.—Both Printed for Fobn Dunton, at the Raver 
in fewen-Sirect, And may alfo be had of Edm, Ricd- 
ardjon near the Poultrey-Church. 
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Hereas: PROPOS ALS 


ave. been: made for Printing by 

at , Subfcriptios—— An Hiltory of all th 
Remarkable Providences' which bave happened in this pre 
ent: Age, &C.—-— By WILLIAM TURNER, M.A. 
and Vicat of Walberton in Suffix ; This'is to give No 
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PROPOSALS, are defired to fend in their Fir 
Payment; (viz. 15 s.). with all poffible expedition, the 
firft of September next being the longeft time allowel 
for taking in Subfcriptions. PROPOSALS and SPEC 
MENS, giving a full Account of this Work, may b 
hadof the Undertaker, Fokg Dunton, at the Raven it 
Fewen-fireet, as alfo of Edm. Richardfon , near the 
PoultreyeChurch, and of moft Bookfellers in London, 
antl the Country. 


%2 If any Miniffer’s Widow, or other perfot 
have any: Library, or parcel of books to dipole of 
if they will fend a Catalogue of’ them, or notice 
where they are, to fohn’ Danton, at the Raven is 
Ffewen-fireet, they fhall have ready mony for thet 
tothe full of what they are, worth. 


LO NDON, Printed for ‘Job Dunton; 


A hl aye i 


at the Raven in’ dewen-Strect. 166 yw 


in the Week——— S6iti¢ extraordinary Inftancés. of her 
conjigal’ fidelity, ——+Her Conferen¢e with the Enelith 7 
Ambafladour at the Aaghe,-——Manhy divin? moral ind A 
politital expreffions, as arfeveral times, and oj) {evra % 
octafions they were delivered by her———, With’ otke: L 
Remarkable Pafages, in hep LIPe and DEA H nor fii. A 
, theres Made publick.—+— Th? whole attefled by thofe Re. Tb 
verend and‘ Honour able perfons that artented upow ber. Price FO 
25.6 a. There is already publifhta FUNERAL I 2 
ORATION upon the Queens Death, pronounc%l by The 
publick Authority in the’ Aall of the mo® Mujirion Hh ™ 
States, upon the day of the Royal Obfequies, March <, Lif 
1695, by thé Learned SPAN HEIMIUVS, (wo 
had” frequent: accefs. to her Majesty whilft fhe lived in dha 
Holland.) This is Printed in 4t0, to bind up with the Ani 
forementioned COLLECTION. ni 
qi 
Said 


